Message from our chair, Peter Johnson:

The local governing body of JKPS is an important part of the school’s local presence. Whilst it’s been
difficult to stay in the public light over the last year, this group supports Jo and the senior team in various
ways. There is a monitoring and counselling role, in which we hear about and comment on topics such
as the progress that our pupils make, the curriculum the school offers, safeguarding and welfare
questions, and when necessary helping the Schools Trust with recruitment and staff matters. The LGB is
an important bridge between the school community and the Trust. I believe the LGB also has a vital role
in developing the school’s mission - keeping the flame alive.
The local group also needs to be increasingly focused on developing the school’s community, most
importantly amongst current and prospective parents, and also more widely with local businesses, public
bodies, and potential supporters or funders. The LGB has a very different responsibilities from the
amazing Friends of JKPS, but we do want to work closely with the Friends to maximise the ability of the
school to raise funds.
One of the strengths of JKPS since it opened back in 2013 was the passion of its founders and those who
have volunteered to serve on the LGB. It has been a group with a very strong parent voice, applied - and
this is crucial - in a strategic rather than personally interested manner. We have been lucky also to have
some outstanding external members.
A number of our first governors, myself included, will soon have served for two four-year terms, which is
the longest the Trust’s rules permit, and will need to step down. So the LGB is looking to bring in new
people, maybe 4, 5 or 6 over the next year or two.
This is a great opportunity for the school to refresh its local layer of governance and introduce new
perspectives from the whole of our school and local community. I’d like to think that it’s also an
opportunity for those of you who would like to give some of your time, skills, energy, personality, and
wisdom to making a difference for JKPS and all its pupils. There is plenty to do.

If you would like to find out more or put yourself forward, please get in touch with me by email
on chair@judithkerr.anthemtrust.uk with a short supporting statement and we can take it from there.
There’s no formal deadline, but so that we can make a start on this process, it would be good to collect a
first batch of names over the coming few weeks. I’d be grateful, if you’re interested, if you could get back
to me by Friday 19 March.
There is no template for what a good local governor looks or sounds like - you will know if this is right for
you.
If it is, don’t hold back.
Peter Johnson
Chair of Governors, Judith Kerr Primary School

